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without going through the previous stages of student,
householder, and hermit.

The Dandi is known by his staff, with a piece of red
cloth attached, in which his Brahmanical cord is carried.
He wears only a small cloth round his waist, and his
head and face are cleanly shaven; he begs his food from
the houses of Brahmans, and ought to live alone, near,
though not in, a city. They have no particular time
for, or form of worship, and their chief employment is
meditation ; in fact, it is mere existence, not life, that
they regard as the perfect state. Siva, under the name
of Bhairava (the terrible), is their chief deity, into whose
worship they are initiated by a small incision in the arm,
the blood from the wound being offered as a sacrifice.
The Dandis do not burn, but bury their dead, or throw
them into sacred streams.

Originally the profession was open to men of the three
highest castes only; now many of the lowest castes
assume the, dress and life on special occasions for a few
days. To an outsider it seems to be an idle and
miserable life. More sleepy and dirty specimens of
humanity than these holy men one has never seen. But
the honour given in this life, and the hope of heavenly
reward, are sufficient to allure men from work and home
and family to lead a wandering life. These blessings
have an attraction that the uninitiated cannot understand.

The Dasnami Dandis. The name of this sect is given
because the members are divided into ten classes, after
the ten chief disciples of Sankara, and are regarded as
the legitimate descendants of the fraternities founded
by him. The chief difference between them and the
Dandis is that at first they admitted Brahmans only to
their fellowship. Of the ten Classes, four only are
regarded as true to their founder's doctrine. The chief